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Since its founding in 1849, Eastern Michigan University (EMU) has grown 
from a small teacher’s college to a major learning and research institution 
with a distinct mix of comprehensive academic resources and strong 

community initiatives. The university offers more than 200 undergraduate 
majors and 150 graduate programs to nearly 22,000 students. 

Located in historic Ypsilanti, EMU is about 10 miles east of Ann Arbor, 
35 miles west of Detroit, and just 18 minutes from Detroit Metro Airport. 
Our 800-acre main campus is comprised of 12 residence halls, 18 miles of 
walkways and jogging trails, and 122 buildings. The university has satellite 
campuses in Detroit, Jackson, Livonia, and Traverse City.

Eastern is focused on student engagement and success through high-
performing academic programs and quality research. We also foster 
innovation, diversity and ethical conduct in the workplace. Beyond the 
classroom, Eastern supports community engagement and collaboration that 
create a mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge and experiences. We are 
one of just 240 U.S. colleges and universities to receive the 2015 Community 
Engagement Classification from the Carnegie Foundation. EMU also earned 
the distinction in 2008—testament to a deep and longstanding commitment to 
community involvement and enhancing the overall quality of life in our region.

EMU MISSION STATEMENT
EMU enriches lives in a supportive, intellectually dynamic and diverse 
community. Our dedicated faculty balance teaching and research to prepare 
students with relevant skills and real-world awareness. We are an institution 
of opportunity where students learn in and beyond the classroom to benefit 
the local and global communities.

Learn more about the university’s Vision and Core Values by visiting  
emich.edu/strategicplan

OVERVIEW OF 
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
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Eastern students are diverse, engaged, high achieving and committed to enhancing the 
overall quality of life in our region. Nearly 22,000 students enrolled for the Fall 2015 
term, including more than 750 international students from more than 60 countries. 

In Fall 2015, we welcomed our second-largest freshman class over the past 
decade, and the caliber of our incoming students continues to rise. Since 2010, the 
composite ACT and high school GPA of EMU freshman has increased from 21.01 
and 3.05 to 22.06 and 3.26 respectively. And in the past four years, the Honors 
College has experienced a freshman class growth of 155 percent. 

Eastern is also recognized as one of the most culturally diverse institutions in 
the Midwest, and our Students of Color initiative is a commitment to assess 
their needs, and then deliver the services to support their retention and path to 
graduation. As a national thought leader in this area, Eastern representatives 
presented details of our Students of Color Degree and Retention Plan at a White 
House reception as part of President Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper program.

OUR STUDENTS

U N D E R G R A D U AT E S

17,780

R E S I D E N C E  H A L L S

12
S T U D E N T  C L U B S  A N D 

O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

225

G R A D U AT E 
S T U D E N T S

3,854

T H E  H O N O R S  C O L L E G E 
W E L C O M E S  N E A R LY  3 0 0 

S T U D E N T S  E A C H  Y E A R

300

O F  O U R  7 5 9  I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
S T U D E N T S  A R E  S E E K I N G 

G R A D U AT E  D E G R E E S

380



Eastern offers more than 200 undergraduate majors, minors and certificates, and 
more than 150 graduate programs delivered through the following five colleges plus 
the Honors College:

• College of Arts and Sciences
• College of Business
• College of Education
• College of Health and Human Services
• College of Technology

Additionally, EMU is home for the following centers and institutes:
• Academic Service Learning
• Center for Community Building and Civic Engagement
• Center for Organizational Risk Reduction – Health and Safety
• Center for Entrepreneurship
• Center for Product Research and Development
• Center for Quality
• Center for Regional and National Security
• Center for the Study of Equality and Human Rights
• Coatings Research Institute
• Institute for Geospatial Research and Education
• Institute for Language Information and Technology
• Institute for the Study of Children, Families and Communities
• Nonprofit Activities at EMU
• Textiles Research and Training Institute

The university employs more than 950 full-time equivalent faculty, maintaining a 
student-faculty ratio of 17.7 to 1. 

Visit emich.edu to learn more about our passionate and dedicated faculty,  
their fields of study, and their research interests.

ACADEMICS AND FACULTY
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Besides inspiring our students to excel academically, Eastern faculty members 
engage in progressive research initiatives that take on challenges and opportunities 
that exist beyond the classroom wall.

Our “Elevating Communities, Inspiring Generations” campaign reflects the 
impactful, applied nature of research being done at Eastern. Funded research grew 
more than 50 percent over the last six months of 2014. This exceptional growth 
coincides with the expansion of Eastern’s Office of Research Development and 
Administration. The office is a one-stop shop to support faculty in all aspects of 
grant development and management.

Recent examples of funded research include:
• A federal grant of nearly $2 million to strengthen the university’s efforts in 

educating students in STEM disciplines, with a special emphasis on bringing 
women and minorities into those fields.

• Two National Institutes of Health grants totaling more than $750,000 to study 
genomic instability in yeast cells in order to help understand how genetic 
changes can develop in tumor cells.

• A three-year, $305,830 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration grant in the area of suicide prevention. Eastern is the only 
school in Michigan to receive federal funding for this research.

Eastern students work alongside their faculty mentors as research assistants, as well 
as conducting their own research projects. Our Undergraduate Research Stimulus 
Program awards nearly $22,000 to students pursuing a variety of individual 
research projects focusing on the arts, sciences and education. 

The university also showcases exceptional students during its annual 
Undergraduate Symposium—one of the oldest symposiums of its kind in the 
nation. The one-day program provides students a platform to present the results 
of their research and creative projects. More than 450 students share their findings 
through oral presentations and poster displays.

RESEARCH
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Eastern is a Mid-American Conference (MAC) member with 21 NCAA Division I 
varsity sports. Our nickname is the “Eagles.” We’re proud of our student-athletes,   
who continue to build championships as they excel in the classroom. And true to  
the university’s mission, Eastern student-athletes devote thousands of hours to 
community service while wearing our green and white colors with pride.

During the 2014-15 academic year, Eastern received the prestigious Jacoby Trophy 
as the top women’s athletic program in the Mid-American Conference. This 
follows Eastern’s receipt of the coveted Cartwright Award for program excellence in 
academics, athletics and citizenship for 2013-14. These honors are a tribute to the 
quality of coaches teaching our student-athletes, and the caliber of students recruited 
to play for our teams.

EAGLES ATHLETICS

Women’s Sports
• Basketball
• Cross Country 
• Golf
• Gymnastics
• Rowing
• Soccer
• Softball
• Swimming & Diving
• Tennis
• Track & Field (indoor and outdoor)
• Volleyball

Men’s Sports
• Baseball
• Basketball
• Cross Country 
• Football
• Golf
• Swimming & Diving
• Track & Field (indoor and outdoor)
• Wrestling

2014-15 Achievements

C O M M U N I T Y 
S E R V I C E  H O U R S

5,386

S T U D E N T - AT H L E T E S 
W I T H  A  3 . 0  G P A 

O R  H I G H E R

360

S T U D E N T - AT H L E T E S 
S E L E C T E D  A L L - M A C

74
S T U D E N T - AT H L E T E S 

W I T H  A C A D E M I C 
A L L - M A C  H O N O R S

172

M A C  T E A M 
C H A M P I O N S H I P S

4
M A C  C O A C H  O F  T H E 

Y E A R  A W A R D S

6
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More than 165,000 people proudly call themselves Eastern alumni. Our graduates 
cover all 50 states and more than 115 countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 

Eastern’s Alumni Association engages alumni and students in programs, events 
and services that stimulate interest in, build loyalty for, and increase support of 
the university. Some of the events the association organizes include pre-game 
football tailgate parties and Homecoming, golf outings, an annual Alumni Awards 
ceremony, and TRUEMU events, which give members a chance to come together 
for fun, culture and networking. 

For more information about the Eastern Michigan Alumni Association, visit 
emich.edu/alumni.

In addition to working with community, business and governmental organizations, 
Eastern has forged special partnerships to help create opportunities for students. 
Here are a few examples:

• Henry Ford College partnership: At Eastern’s new University Center, located 
on Henry Ford’s campus in nearby Dearborn, students can complete a Henry 
Ford College associate degree, and then obtain a bachelor’s degree through 
Eastern. Programs offered include Health Administration, Elementary 
Education and Social Work. Eastern has more than 20 articulation agreements 
with community colleges in Michigan, Ohio and neighboring Canada.

• Early College Alliance: This partnership with the Washtenaw Intermediate 
School District and other local districts fully immerses high-school students 
into the post-secondary learning environment. Students earn college credits 
while still in high school. Strong, academically focused students have the chance 
to enroll in advanced-level college coursework.

• International Agreements: Eastern has curriculum agreements with 10 
universities in China, the Czech Republic, Germany, Japan and Slovakia. These 
agreements not only allow international students to come to EMU; they also 
enable Eastern faculty and students to study or teach at the foreign institution.

ALUMNI AND PARTNERSHIPS

16    Eastern Michigan University
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Eastern is located in the heart of Ypsilanti, a progressive city of 22,000 residents and 
a lively shopping, dining, arts and entertainment scene. The city center is divided 
into two districts: “Downtown” and “Depot Town,” each with beautifully preserved 
historic areas and a unique, vibrant culture.

While longtime residents preserve Ypsilanti’s rich heritage, an increasing number 
of young families are putting down roots and establishing new traditions. A local 
art incubator is home to writers, musicians, painters, graphic designers and other 
artists. The local folk music scene continues to evolve by incorporating other musical 
genres. Innovative solar power and sustainable gardening ventures add to the 
richness of life downtown, including the city’s two Farmers Markets. A local business 
incubator serves as a magnet for innovation-based businesses of all sizes.

Ann Arbor, our neighboring community, offers another lively downtown with 
world-class museums, restaurants and cultural attractions. The annual Ann Arbor 
Art Fair has attracted imaginative artists from across the country for more than 50 
years. Children and adults enjoy interactive exhibits that promote science literacy at 
the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum. Music lovers can savor classical, jazz and pop 
concerts at various Ann Arbor venues throughout the year.

Beyond these downtown districts are more than 23,000 acres of public park and 
recreation areas within Washtenaw County. The natural scenery is the perfect 
backdrop for golfing, hiking, mountain biking or canoeing. Neighboring cities like 
Chelsea, Dexter, Manchester, Milan and Saline offer additional shopping, dining and 
cultural attractions.

Ypsilanti is also ideally situated for national and international business travel. 
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport (DTW) is just 18 minutes from the 
Eastern campus. DTW welcomes more than 32 million passengers (including more 
than 2 million international passengers) annually. The airport is a hub for Delta 
Air Lines and Spirit Airlines. Other airlines such as Air France and Virgin Atlantic 
provide flights to Asia and Europe. The airport serves more than 160 destinations 
and was named best large U.S. airport in customer service satisfaction by J.D. Power 
& Associates in 2010.

ABOUT YPSILANTI 
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Ypsilanti is just minutes away from a variety of world-class cultural attractions for 
the entire family:

Detroit Institute of Arts: Located in Midtown Detroit, the DIA houses one of the largest 
art collections in the country. More than 100 galleries feature outstanding American, 
European, Modern and Contemporary, and Graphic Art, as well as significant works in 
African, Asian, Native American, Oceanic, Islamic and Ancient Art.

Detroit Lions, Pistons, Red Wings and Tigers: Southeast Michigan is a mecca for 
professional sports fans. Downtown Detroit is the home for the NFL Lions, NHL Red 
Wings and MLB Tigers, while suburban Auburn Hills is home court for the NBA 
Pistons. Ford Field, the home of the Lions, was the site of Super Bowl XL in 2006.

Detroit Symphony Orchestra: The main performance center for this world-renowned 
orchestra is at Orchestra Hall at the Max M. Fisher Music Center in Midtown Detroit. 
In addition to classical concerts, the venue hosts nationally renowned jazz and pop 
performers.

Detroit Zoo: Located in suburban Royal Oak, the zoo is situated on 125 acres with 
many naturalistic habitats. It is home to more than 2,500 animals of 280 species. Among 
its major exhibits are the Arctic Ring of Life, National Amphibian Conservation Center, 
Penguinarium and Butterfly Garden.

Somerset Collection: This upscale, luxury shopping mall is located in suburban Troy. 
Among its speciality stores are Tiffany & Co., Burberry, Neiman Marcus, Nordstrom and 
Saks Fifth Avenue. 

The Henry Ford: This indoor and outdoor museum complex is located in suburban 
Dearborn. The museum features President Kennedy’s limousine, Rosa Parks’ bus and 
thousands of unique and innovative American items. Greenfield Village, the outdoor 
museum, features 90 historic buildings, period presenters and artisans.

The Fox Theatre: Located in Downtown Detroit, this restored entertainment venue, 
originally built in 1928, hosts prominent concerts and events, from Steve Martin and 
Loretta Lynn to the Radio City Rockettes and “Sesame Street Live.”

ABOUT OUR REGION

Ypsilanti to Ann Arbor: 10 miles or 15 minutes.

Ypsilanti to Auburn Hills: 51 miles or one hour.

Ypsilanti to Dearborn: 29 miles or 30 minutes.

Ypsilanti to Detroit: 35 miles or 38 minutes.

Ypsilanti to (DTW): 17 miles or 18 minutes.

Ypsilanti to Royal Oak: 41 miles or 48 minutes.

Ypsilanti to Troy: 43 miles or 55 minutes.
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THE PRESIDENCY

The Board of Regents of Eastern Michigan University seeks a dynamic, 
entrepreneurial, and visionary leader with a focus on high performance and 
sustained excellence to serve as its next President.

The President will be a vibrant leader and strong promoter of the mission of 
the University. She/he must be able to effectively engage with faculty, students, 
alumni and potential donors; local, state, and federal officials; and various leaders 
in business, government, and education. The President is expected to build upon 
existing traditions to strategically ensure continued growth and success. 

The next President of Eastern Michigan University should possess qualities 
to include impeccable integrity, high energy, adept communication and 
interpersonal skills, well demonstrated administrative abilities, a commitment to 
public higher education, vision and ingenuity, political astuteness, an unwavering 
commitment to diversity, and an overall personality that engenders confidence 
and respect. She/he should also possess proven acumen and/or experiences that 
demonstrate the ability to understand the complexities of inter-collegiate athletics 
and its evolving dynamic within current University environments.

The full job description is available at
emich.edu/presidential-search
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